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" altered foods, proponents like

that such products will be

! ‘essential if we are to feed the
But-this claim rests on two per--

' gistent misconceptions about hun-'

" and second, that genetic engineering

- future needs, .
In fact, there is no relationiship

" Twelve Myths.”

"n the debate over genetically -

- Senator Richard Luger, the -
.Indiana Republican, argue .

. ger: first, that people are hungry:
" because of high population density; -

" is the best or only way to meet our

between the prevalence of hunger in -
| a glven country and its population. -
For every densely populated and

. Peter Rosset is director of the Insti- -
i tute for Food and Development Poli- -
. cy and co-author o[}‘World Hunger:

“hungty - nation - like - Bangladesh,
- there is a sparsely populated and
. hungry nation like Brazil. ‘

The world. today produces more: -
food per inhabitant than ever before. -
.Enough is available to provide 4.3

pounds to every person every day:
two and a half pounds of grain, beans
and nuts, about a pound of meat,.
milk and eggs, and another of fruits
and vegetables — more than anyone

“could ever eat.

" 'The real problems are poverty-

- and inequality. Too many people are

too. poor to buy the food that'is
available or lack land on. which to
grow it themselves, = '
- The second misconception is that
genetic engineering is the best way

- to boost food production. There -are
two principal technologies on ' the -

market, Monsanto makes ‘““Roundup-
- Ready” seeds, which are engineered
to withstand its herbicide, Roundup.
‘These seeds. — usually' soybeans,
canola or cotton — allow farmers to
apply the herbicide widely:
Monsanto and several other com-

etically Altered Food Won't Conqu

 Tosolvea
- problem, first
define it properly.

panies also produce “Bt” seeds —

usually corn, potatoes and cotton —

which are engineered so that each

. plant produces itS own insecticide.

~ Somé researchers have shown
that none of the genetically engi-
neered seeds significantly -increase

“the yield of crops. Indeed, in more .

than 8,200 field trials, the Roundup
Ready seeds produced fewer bush-

els of soybeans than similar natural
_varieties, according to a study by
Dr. Charles Benbrook, the former:
- director of the Board on Agriculture

at the National Academy of Sci-
ences.

Far from being a solution to the

world’s hunger problem, the rapid
introduction -of - genetically --engi-
neered crops may actually threaten
agriculture and food security. '

First, widespread adoption of her-
bicide-resistant seeds may lead to -

greater use of chemicals that kill
weeds. Yet, many noncrop plants

" are used by small farmers in the

third world as supplemental food
sources and as animal feed. In the
‘United States, the Fish and Wildlife
Service has found that Roundup al-
ready threatens 74 endangered plant
‘species. : . E

Biological pollution from geneti-
.cally engineered organisms may be
‘another problem. Monsanto is poised
"o acquire the rights to a genetic
engineering technique that renders
‘a crop's seeds sterile, insuring that
‘farmers are dependent on Monsanto

“ifor new seed every year. Farming in

1

ithe third world could be crippled if
|these genes contaminate other local
Icrops that the poor depend on. And
‘such genes could unintentionally
isterilize other plants, according to a

i
i

€

er Hunger

study by Martha Crouch, an associ-

ate professor of biology at Indiana

University. Half the world's farmers
rely on their own saved seed for

.each year’s harvest.

A true solution to the problem of
hunger depends on attacking pov-
erty and inequality among both pro-
ducers -and consumers of food. A
food system increasingly dependent
on genetically altered seeds takes us
in the wrong direction. . 0

Note to Readers

The Op-Ed page welcomes
unsolicited manuscripts. Be-

- eatise of the volume of submis-
sions, however, we regret that’
we cannot acknowledge an arti-
cle or return it. If manuscripts
are accepted for publication,
authors will be notified within
two weeks. For further infor-
mation, call (212) 556-1831.
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Dear Conitinissioner Henney,

I urge you to keep genetically engineered food out of the food

supply until:

Name_%;-_&éwy@e/// (T Caposnet Je-mail_

Independent safety testing demonstrates genetically engineered
crops have no harmful effect on human health or the environment.
Genetically engine §e§ C}‘Q})S are labeled to ensure the consumer’s
right to know. #0717 W FEB 26 p4ug

The corporations that manufacture these crops are-held liable for any

Address 31 et o SH#3 WY NY 1002

For more information about genetically engineered crops visit

www foodfirst.org




FOODFIRST | B

398 - 60TH STREET
OAKLAND,‘CALxFonNgA 04618

- Commissioner Jane Hénney
- Food &'Drug Administration.
< Docket No. OOP-1211CP1
Dockets Management Branch
5630 Fishers Lane ’
Room 1061 (HFA-305)
Rockville, MD 20852
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